Mandatory HIV testing of newborns in New York State: what are the implications?
This paper presents an analysis of a public health law (Maternal-Pediatric HIV Prevention and Care Program) enacted by New York State in 1997 and how it strives to reduce the vertical transmission of AIDS. This policy is twofold. First, it strongly encourages voluntary HIV testing of all pregnant women. Secondly, it mandates HIV testing for all newborns. Those found to be positive are referred for medical care. This paper analyzes the State's implementation of this law to determine if it will: exert control over poor, mostly minority women; provide health care for infected woman and infants; protect public health; prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS; or sacrifice a woman's privacy. The potential benefits and shortfalls of this policy are discussed as other states may consider adopting similar legislation.